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PURPOSE: To establish guidelines and procedures for utilizing a screening tool to prevent homicides, 
serious injury, or assault involving intimate partners by encouraging domestic violence victims to utilize 
the support and shelter services of domestic violence programs. 


GUIDELINES: The Department recognizes the importance of assigning a high priority to identifying 
victims of domestic violence in potentially lethal situations, and to place those victims in immediate and 
direct contact with a domestic violence advocate trained in the Lethality Assessment Program (LAP). 
Officers shall use the Domestic Violence Lethality Assessment at the scene of domestic violence incidents 
to assist them in identifying high risk situations, and follow established criteria to place the victim in 
direct contact with a domestic violence program counselor. Officers conducting a Lethality Assessment 
will ask the victim the questions included in the document titled “Domestic Violence Lethality Screen for 
First Responders,” and when a victim is assessed as being in danger, will contact the Help and Emergency 
Response, Inc. (HER) Shelter and ask the victim to speak with an advocate. 


DEFINITIONS: 


Lethality Assessment Screen: a lethality assessment utilizing the Department’s Domestic Violence 
Lethality Screen for First Responders form. 


Domestic Violence: A pattern of abusive behaviors by an individual intended to exert power and control 
over another individual in the context of an intimate or family relationship. It is important to recognize 
that domestic violence is not always physical. Verbal, emotional, and economic abuse can have long- 
lasting effects, even if a victim is never physically or sexually assaulted. 


Abusive Behavior: any act involving violence, force, or threat that results in bodily injury or places one in 
reasonable apprehension of death, sexual assault, or bodily injury, and that is committed by a person 
against such person's family or household member. Such acts include, but are not limited to, any forceful 
detention, stalking, criminal sexual assault in violation of § 18.2-61, or any offense that results in bodily 
injury or places one in reasonable apprehension of death, sexual assault, or bodily injury (§ 16.1-228). 


Intimidation: to compel or deter another person or to make fearful through the use of threats, force, and/or 
menacing annoyances (harassment). 


Stalking: to engage in conduct, on more than one occasion, directed at another person with the intent to 
place, or with the knowledge that the conduct places, that other person in reasonable fear of death, 
criminal sexual assault, or bodily injury (§18.2-60.3). Such behaviors include following a person to work, 
home, or other places; parking outside a person’s workplace or home; and making threats, written or 
verbal. A person who violates any provision of a protective order related to stalking is guilty of a Class 1 
misdemeanor (§18.2-60.4). A third or subsequent conviction within a five year period is a class 6 felony. 
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Threat of Death or Bodily Harm: Any person who knowingly communicates in a writing, including an 
electronically transmitted communication producing a visual or electronic message, a threat to kill or do 
bodily injury to a person, regarding that person or any member of his or her family, and the threat places 
such person in reasonable apprehension of death or bodily injury to himself/herself or his or her family 
member, is guilty of a Class 6 felony. However, any person who violates this subsection with the intent to 
commit an act of terrorism as defined in §18.2-46.4 is guilty of a Class 5 felony. 


Lethality Assessment Program (LAP): a two-pronged intervention process that features a research based 
lethality screening questionnaire and an accompanying protocol referral that provides direction for law 
enforcement to initiate appropriate action based upon the results of the screening process. 


Lethality Assessment: the identification of victims who are at the highest risk of danger or serious injury 
by their abuser. 


Intimate Partners: persons involved in an intimate relationship who (i) are married, whether or not they 
reside in the same home with the person, (ii) the person's former spouse, whether or not they reside in the 
same home with the person, (iii) any individual who has a child in common with the person, whether or not 
the person and that individual have been married or have resided together at any time, or (iv) any individual 
who cohabits or who, within the previous 12 months, cohabited with the person, and any children of either of 
them then residing in the same home with the person (Virginia Code § 16.1-228). 


Screened In: refers to situations when a victim’s responses initiate a “protocol referral.” 


Protocol Referral: the process of initiating a LAP call to the H.E.R. Shelter and speaking to a LAP Victim 
Advocate from that agency. 


PROCEDURES: 


I. Lethality Assessment Screen 


A. An officer shall complete a Domestic Violence Lethality Assessment Screen with the victim when 
the domestic violence incident involves an intimate partner relationship and: 


1. The officer reasonably believes there was an assault or other act of domestic violence, and/or; 

2. The officer reasonably believes that the victim may face danger once the officer leaves, and/or; 

3. This Department has investigated previous domestic violence incidents at the home, or previous 
incidents involving the family or household members, and/or; 

4. When the officer’s training and experience indicates the situation is dangerous, but the officer 
lacks probable cause to make an arrest. 


B. The officer should remain at the scene for a reasonable time until, in the officer’s judgment, the 
likelihood of further imminent violence has been eliminated, or the officer has helped the victim 


with a safety plan in conjunction with an advocate after completing the LAP screen. 


C. The process for conducting a lethality assessment in domestic violence incidents involving 
intimate partners is as follows: 


1. Determine if any party present is in immediate need of medical attention. 
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2. Interview all persons present including the victim, suspect and witnesses. 

3. Assess the scene. If, based on physical observations and/or information gathered from 
interviews, the officer believes that the victim could be in danger, or is at risk of serious injury, 
the officer shall complete a lethality assessment screen. 

4. An officer shall arrest a person for an alleged domestic assault without a warrant even if the 
offense was not committed in the officer’s presence if such arrest is based upon probable cause, 
upon personal observations, or the reasonable complaint of a person who observed the alleged 
offense or upon personal investigation ((§ 19.2-81.3) (OPR-14 Domestic Violence)). 


II. Lethality Screening Questions 


A. The eleven questions that comprise the Lethality Screen are specified in the Domestic Violence 
Lethality Screen for First Responders. The investigating officer shall: 


1. Advise the victim that you will ask him or her a series of questions to help you determine the 
immediate potential for danger to the victim. 

2. Ask the questions in the order that they are listed on the form. 

3. Ask all the questions in assessing the victim. The more questions the victim responds to 
positively, the clearer and more immediate the potential for danger is to the victim. 


B. After the responding officer asks the questions on the Lethality Screening, the officer shall handle 
the information as follows: 


1. A single “yes” or positive response by the victim to questions 1, 2 or 3 signifies a high danger 
situation and automatically triggers the protocol referral. 

2. If the victim gives negative responses to questions 1 through 3, but positive responses to four or 
more of questions 4 through 11, this also signifies a high danger situation and triggers the 
protocol referral. 

3. “No” responses to all of the assessment questions, or positive responses to less than four of 
questions 4 through 11, may still trigger the referral if the investigating officer believes it is 
appropriate. The officer should ask the victim the following clarifying questions: 


a. “Is there anything else that worries you about your safety?” If the victim answers “yes” ask 
“what worries you?” The response to this question may aid in your decision. 

b. Trust your instincts. Use of the domestic violence lethality screen takes into account your 
training and experience as an officer. It is flexible and relies on you acting on you training 
and experience. If the victim’s responses do not trigger the referral, but the officer’s 
assessment of the situation indicates high danger, the officer should initiate the referral. 


IH. Referrals 
A. Ifa referral is not indicated or the victim does not answer the screening questions, the officer should: 
1. Advise the victim that domestic violence is dangerous and sometimes fatal. 
2. Inform the victim to be alert to signs listed in the assessment because they may convey to the 


victim that she or he is at an increased level of danger. 
3. Refer the victim to the HER Shelter and provide a victim handout/tear sheet. 
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4. Provide the victim with the Department’s telephone number, the case number and the officer’s 
contact information should the victim wish to discuss the event further or require additional 
assistance. 


If you make a danger assessment or believe it is appropriate, you will implement the referral as 
follows: 


1. Advise the victim that the situation indicates that he or she may be at an increased risk of 
danger, and that others in similar situations have suffered serious injury or death. 

2. Advise the victim that you would like to call the HER hotline and have the victim speak with an 
advocate. 


If the victim declines to speak with an advocate, the officer should: 


1. Tell the victim that you will contact the domestic violence hotline to receive guidance on how 
to proceed further. 

2. Tell the victim that you would like them to reconsider speaking with the hotline advocate and; 

. Ask the victim again if they have reconsidered and would now like to speak with the advocate. 

4. If the victim continues to decline to speak with an advocate, you should provide the same 
service you would for a victim when a referral is not indicated, including conveying 
information that the advocate may have suggested, reviewing safety tips and discussing the 
option of leaving the location if possible. 


ics) 


If the victim agrees to speak with an advocate, advise the advocate that you have completed an 
assessment that indicates danger, or that you believe that the victim may be in danger and would 
like the advocate to speak with the victim. 


1. Officers should not provide the victim’s name or their contact information to the advocate 
without the victim’s consent. 

2. During the conversation between the victim and the advocate, the advocate may ask to speak 
with the officer regarding the situation. 

3. The officer will then be guided by the discussion with the advocate for further assistance. 

4. Officers should provide reasonable assistance to the victim if he or she wants to leave the home. 


IV. Records and Reporting 


A. 


The officer’s supervisor shall review the completed “Domestic Violence Lethality Screen for First 
Responders,” scan and submit it with the officer’s incident report, and ensure it is placed in 
Central Records for dissemination to the Special Victims Unit Supervisor (SVU). 

The SVU Supervisor shall submit statistical reports to the HER Shelter by the 15th of each month. 
The Special Victims Unit Supervisor shall maintain an electronic file of all LAP reports. 


APPROVED: oe Crog—> 


Tonya D. Chapman, Chief of Police 
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PORTSMOUTH POLICE DEPARTMENT PO RTS M 0 UTH 


DOMESTIC VIOLENCE LETHALITY POLICE 
SCREEN FOR FIRST RESPONDERS OLICE DEPARTMENT 


Instructions: Officers will complete this assessment form when handling a domestic violence incident involving intimate 
partners. Officers will document the completion of this assessment in the incident report and submit this form by the end 
of their shift to the Records Unit for dissemination to the Special Victims Unit Supervisor. Intimate partners include 
spouses (whether or not residing in the same house), former spouses (whether or not residing in the same house), persons 
who have a child in common (whether or not they have ever been married or reside together), and persons who cohabit (or 
who within the previous 12 months cohabitated). 


Officer: ID#: Date: Report #: 

Victim: Offender: 

L] Check here if the victim did not answer any of the questions. 

A “Yes” response of any questions 1-3 automatically triggers the protocol referral. 

1. Has he/she ever used a weapon against you or threatened you with a weapon? [_] Yes [_] No [_] Not Ans. 


2. Has he/she threatened to kill you or your children? C] Yes L] No [_]Not Ans. 
3. Do you think he/she might try to kill you? C] Yes [] No []Not Ans. 
Negative responses to questions 1-3, but positive responses to at least 4 of questions 4-11 trigger the protocol referral. 
4. Does he/she have a gun or can he/she easily get one? C] Yes [] No []Not Ans. 
5. Has he/she ever tried to choke you? C] Yes L] No [_]Not Ans. 


6. Is he/she violently or constantly jealous or does he/she control most of your C] Yes [] No [] Not Ans. 
daily activities? 


Have you left him/her after living together or being married? C] Yes [] No []Not Ans. 

Is he/she employed? C] Yes L] No [_] Not Ans. 

. Has he/she ever tried to kill himself/herself? C] Yes L] No [_] Not Ans. 
10. Do you have a child that he/she knows is not his/hers? C] Yes L] No [_] Not Ans. 
11. Does he/she follow or spy on you or leave threatening messages? C] Yes [] No []Not Ans. 


An officer may trigger the protocol referral, if not already triggered above, as a result of the victim’s response to the 
below question, or whenever the officer believes the victim is in a potentially lethal situation. 


Is there anything else that worries you about your safety? []Yes [] No 


If “Yes”, what worries you? 


Check one: [_] Victim screened in according to the protocol 
L] Victim screened based on the belief of officer 
L] Victim did not screen in 
If the victim screened in: 
After advising him/her of a high danger assessment, did the victim speak with the hotline Cl Yes [] No 
counselor? 


Note: The questions above and the criteria for determining the level of risk a person faces are based on the best available research on 
factors associated with lethal violence by a current or former intimate partner. However, each situation may present unique factors 
that influence risk for lethal violence that are not captured here. Although most victims who screen “positive” or high danger” would 
not be expected to be killed, these victims face a much higher risk than that of other intimate partner violence victims. 


H.E.R. SHELTER 
24 HOUR HOTLINE: (757) 485-3384 Fax: (757) 485-0883 


